READY LOUISIANA
INVEST IN EARLY EDUCATION

Ready Louisiana Coalition Asks Lawmakers to Support Early
Care and Education in Louisiana During and After COVID-19

The COVID-19 pandemic is having devastating impacts on Louisiana’s
businesses and economy. The early care and education sector is no exception.

To get Louisiana back on track, we must:

1. Use one-time federal funds, including funds from the
CARES Act and other emergency funds, to stabilize the
child care industry; and

2. Commit $25.1 million in new state funds to expand
access to the Child Care Assistance Program for 4,000
more children and authorize CCAP payments for
parents actively looking for work.

Louisiana loses in big ways when working parents cannot access reliable, quality child care.
Before the COVID-19 pandemic, child care breakdowns cost Louisiana’s economy $1.1 billion a
year. Many working parents faced stark choices when trying to afford early care and education,
which costs almost as much annually as public college tuition. Before the pandemic, two-thirds
of Louisiana’s children had both their parents or their single parent in the workforce. Louisiana’s
working parents cannot go back to work without child care.

As legislators and the Governor's office work together to create a new budget in light of the
devastating effects of COVID-19 on the state’s economy, the Ready Louisiana Coalition urges
state leaders to acknowledge the essential role early care and education plays in our economy. If
our citizens are to get back to work and our economy is to recover, we must:

1.  Support the struggling child care and education industry and

2. Increase access to quality care and education for young children of working parents.


https://0cd902dd-9de1-4dae-8781-4a355ebda8df.filesusr.com/ugd/20d35d_476f91b779d74b74937ccdd9965d74e3.pdf
https://www.policyinstitutela.org/balancing-act-report
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The viability of the child care industry is at risk.

The Louisiana Policy Institute for Children's recent report indicates that the child care industry in Louisiana
lost at least $1.7 million in the first two weeks of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 60% of centers are currently
closed. Most troublingly, if this pandemic continues as it is expected to, 35% of child care businesses
reported they do not expect to be able to reopen, as they face a host of financial barriers.

To address this crisis, the Ready Louisiana Coalition urges the governor and legislators to utilize one-time
federal funds, including the Child Care & Development Block Grant money, to shore up the struggling child
care industry. Other individualized forms of relief, including small business loans, are helpful but are not
accessible to all child care businesses. To preserve the critical resource that is the child care industry,
Louisiana needs to commit to industry-wide investments--and quickly. Providers that are still open need
personal protective equipment, cleaning supplies, and the ability to increase pay for teachers who are
risking their health to care for the children of essential workers on the front lines of the pandemic. All
providers need grants to ensure they stay in business in the long-term and Louisiana does not lose child
care capacity once the pandemic is over.

One-time federal money should not be used as a substitute for ongoing state
investment.

By mid-March, the Louisiana Department of Education had taken emergency steps to ensure the children of
essential workers would have access to child care and provide some stability to the industry by increasing
CCAP reimbursements. Those steps had a cost. Policymakers should utilize one-time federal funds to
replace those funds, focusing state money on creating more access to child care for working families.

Access to quality, reliable child care is even more critical now.

Currently, there are 177,000 at-risk children in our state. Fewer than 17,000 were being served by the Child
Care Assistance Program (CCAP) before COVID-19. CCAP is currently available to parents who are working,
participating in job training, or in an educational program to help them afford the high cost of child care.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic reached Louisiana, both the governor’'s proposed budget and HB 105 (Rep.
Zeringue) included a $25.1 million appropriation to provide access to quality child care for an additional
4,000 children. That amount is needed now, more desperately than ever.

Over 220,000 Louisianans have applied for unemployment as of the first week in April, affecting an
estimated 19,500 children aged six and younger. The state needs these people back at work as soon as it is
possible and safe. To facilitate this, CCAP should be expanded to cover parents actively seeking a job, a step
that nearly half of states have already taken as of 2018.

To revive Louisiana’s economy in the coming weeks and months, our parents must
get back to work. In order for that to happen, policymakers need to ensure that
quality child care spots still exist and that working parents have access to them.


https://0cd902dd-9de1-4dae-8781-4a355ebda8df.filesusr.com/ugd/43cca3_880fa5ef99ff49e19dc0948a29f1ae3e.pdf
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The following 92 organizations join in support of this statement (continued on next page):

Business Organizations:

Baton Rouge Area Chamber

Business Council of New Orleans

Central Louisiana Regional Chamber of Commerce

Chamber Southwest Louisiana

Citizens for One Greater New Orleans

Committee of 100

Committee of 100 of Northwest Louisiana

East St. Tammany Chamber

Gambel Communications

Greater New Orleans Inc.

Greater Shreveport Chamber of Commerce

Gulf Coast Resources Louisiana

Hayes Strategic Solutions

Hispanic Chamber of New Orleans

Innovations in Education

Jefferson Business Council

Jefferson Chamber

Kenner Business Association

Link Restaurant Group

Louisiana Association of Chamber of Commerce
Executives

Louisiana Early Childhood Business Roundtable

Monroe Chamber of Commerce

MMB LA LLC

Natchitoches Chamber

New Orleans Business Alliance

New Orleans Chamber

New Orleans Regional Black Chamber of Commerce

North Louisiana Economic Partnership

Northshore Business Council

One Acadiana

River Region Chamber of Commerce

Ruston Lincoln Chamber of Commerce

ResourceFull Consulting

Southwest Louisiana Economic Development
Alliance

St. Tammany West Chamber of Commerce

The New Orleans Coalition

Faith Organizations:

Bread or Stones Campaign

National Council of Jewish Women, Greater
New Orleans Chapter
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United Ways:

Capital Area United Way

Louisiana Association of United Ways

St. John United Way

St. Landry Evangeline United Way

United Way of Acadiana

United Way of Central Louisiana

United Way of Iberia

United Way of Northeast Louisiana

United Way of Northwest Louisiana

United Way of Southeast Louisiana

United Way of Southwest Louisiana

Women United - United Way of Southeast Louisiana
Women United - United Way of Southwest Louisiana
Women United - St. Landry Evangeline United Way

Community & Advocacy Organizations:

Agenda for Children

American Association of University Women of
Louisiana

Beary Cherry Tree

Carlie Care Kids

Center for Development and Learning

Child Care Association of Louisiana

Children’s Coalition of Northeast Louisiana

Citizens for One Greater New Orleans

Education's Next Horizons

Education Reform Now Louisiana

Health and Education Alliance of Louisiana

Independent Women'’s Organization

Institute of Mental Hygiene

Jefferson Early Childhood Collaborative Network

Kids of Excellence

Kingsley House

League of Women Voters of Louisiana

Lift Louisiana

Louisiana Budget Project

Louisiana CASA

Louisiana Children’s Museum

Louisiana Chapter - American Association of
Pediatrics

Louisiana NOW
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Community & Advocacy Organizations (continued):

Louisiana Partnership for Children and Families

Louisiana Policy Institute for Children

Louisiana Progress

Louisiana Public Health Institute

National Council of 100 Black Women, Greater New Orleans
Chapter

New Orleans Campaign for Grade-Level Reading

New Orleans NOW

Orleans Public Education Network

Ready Start Jefferson

Save the Children Action Network

Step Forward

Stand for Children Louisiana

The Early Childhood Development Center of Avoyelles

The Education Trust

The Power Coalition for Equity & Justice

Urban League of Louisiana

Volunteers of America Greater Baton Rouge




